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President’s Message 
It is spring time and our ponds are coming alive with parasites, bacteria, worms, and 
viruses. The filters are not able to keep up with all of the spring time demands. Make sure 
to not over feed your begging Koi buddies, remove all the debri at the bottom of the pond, 
back wash your filter and add salt.  
 
This month we are going to do things a little different and hold our meeting at the Chinese 
Festival; same time and date. This will be more of a social gathering to view the festival 
and pick up our area.  Sincerely, Corey Garrett VSKC President 

 

VISIT THE NEW VALLEY OF THE SUN KOI CLUB WEB SITE 
WWW.VSKC.NET

 
FOR LINKS, VENDORS, EVENTS, MEETING INFORMATION 

 

ASK BRYAN 
One week it is cold the next week it is warm, then back to cold.  Is this good or bad for my 
koi? - Fluctuating spring temperatures can be extremely stressful for pond fish, 
especially goldfish and koi. Do not feed your fish until pond water temperature is 
consistently above 50°F. Feed an easier-to-digest wheat germ based food once water 
temperatures remain above 50°F. Add pond salt (2-1/2 cupfuls per 100 gallons for ponds 
without plants or 1-1/4 cupfuls per 100 gallons with plants) to help encourage a healthy 
slime coat so fish are able to naturally fend off parasites and bacterial infections. 

AKCA INFORMATION 
Make your reservations now for the 27th Annual AKCA Seminar in Mesa, Arizona June 21-
24, 2007.  We need your help and support for the National AKCA seminar.  It will be an 
opportunity to show case Arizona, and it is the greatest koi event that you could ever 
attend.  Visit our web site for more information.  David Yee VSKC AKCA Representative  
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http://www.vskc.net/
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/product/prod_display.cfm?pcatid=9239
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/product/prod_display.cfm?pcatid=5271
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AArrttiiccllee  sshhaarreedd  bbyy  FFrraannkk  VVaallddeezz  ttoo  VVSSKKCC  mmeemmbbeerrss……....  

Prevent Pond Spring Kill. Be Prepared with a Spring Survival Kit By Drs. Foster & 
Smith Educational Staff  

After a long cold winter, nothing is more exciting for a pond owner than the arrival 
of spring. However, for pond enthusiasts with koi, goldfish, or other pond fish, 
spring can mean unexpected challenges. Be prepared with a spring survival kit for 
koi. 

 
In early spring, life that was once dormant becomes active. This awakening 
includes fish as well as bacteria and other microorganisms. If conditions are right, 
microorganisms can quickly multiply and create conditions that are stressful to 
fish. If pond conditions are left unchecked, eventual fish loss due to "spring kill" 
may occur.

What is "spring kill?" 
The term "spring kill" commonly refers to seasonal fish loss due to a series of 
related water quality issues. It is generally indicated by dangerous, oxygen-poor 
conditions. A low-oxygen environment is not only stressful to fish but also allows 
certain harmful microorganisms to thrive.  

Conditions that favor microorganisms 
Unseasonably warm spring days can give microorganisms an unfair advantage. It 
provides the energy that microorganisms need to actively metabolize and 
reproduce. In contrast, these short periods of warm days have minimal effect in 
raising the overall water temperature fish rely on to boost their metabolism and 
immune system. In this weakened state, fish are vulnerable to any opportunistic 
organism.  

Easy steps to prevent spring fish loss 
Installing a pond aerator is the easiest way to prevent spring fish loss. The added 
aeration prevents oxygen depletion and creates a healthy aquatic environment. 
Place the diffuser (bubbler) near the surface, so it won’t stir up any debris, harmful 
gasses, or aggressively churn the water.  

Other essential items for a spring survival kit should include a master pond test kit 
to measure ammonia, nitrite, and nitrate levels, a pond thermometer to accurately 
measure water temperature, a combination ammonia detoxifier such as Pond 
AmQuel+ to neutralize harmful compounds, and pond salt to encourage protective 
slime coat production.  

http://www.liveaquaria.com/product/scateg.cfm?pCatId=1489
http://www.liveaquaria.com/product/scateg.cfm?pCatId=1490
http://www.liveaquaria.com/product/scateg.cfm?pCatId=1499
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/product/NavResults.cfm?N=62728+113363
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/Product/Prod_Display.cfm?pcatid=5367
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/Product/Prod_Display.cfm?pcatid=5522
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/Product/Prod_Display.cfm?pcatid=14233
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/Product/Prod_Display.cfm?pcatid=14233
http://www.drsfostersmith.com/Product/Prod_Display.cfm?pcatid=5271


MEETING  MINUTES  MEETING MINUTES

Minutes of May 21, 2006 Meeting 
 

1. Meeting called to order by Corey Garrett at 1410. 
2. Guest and new members were welcomed. Brain and Annette Conley were thanked for hosting the meeting. 
3. AKCA Update by David Yee.  1) NO AKCA business 2) We still need volunteers to help us sit the booth at the 2006 

Seminar in New York. 
4. The Treasure Report was provided by Derek Tang. 
5. 2006 AKCA Seminar Scholarship support. Any dues paying member who is actively participating in the WORK 

needed to organize and/or run the 2007 AKCA Seminar in Phoenix can submit for $100 towards their 2006 AKCA 
Seminar tuition. For clarification, if both spouses/significant others are GOING to WORK the 2007 seminar than both 
persons can submit for the scholarship. The money will be paid AFTER the 2006 AKCA Seminar. 

6. 2007 Greater Phoenix Koi Show –conversation regarding having a 2007 show or not having a show and supporting 
Tucson’s Show in November and putting all our efforts into the 2007 AKCA Seminar. Vote was called and all agreed 
to not have a 2007 Phoenix Koi Show. 

7. The annual Club Picnic will be in October 2006 this is in hopes of increasing attendance. 
8. 2007 AKCA Seminar update by Robbi McCleney –see above #4. 
9. The final three meeting locations were confirmed. The only change may be if we have a club picnic. 
10. Brain Conley provided the Matsuri sponsored Educational presentation on his new pond construction. 
11. The September Home & Garden Show was reviewed by Corey Garrett. We need volunteers in place by Sept or we 

will not participate. See Corey Garrett. 
12. The meeting was adjoined at 1530. 

 
Minutes of September 17, 2006 Meeting 
 

1. Meeting called to order by Corey Garrett at 1430. 
2. Guest and new members were welcomed.  
3. AKCA Update by David Yee.  1) NO AKCA business  
4. The Treasure Report was provided by Derek Tang. 
5. 2006 AKCA Seminar went very well. We had many club members participate and take advantage of the $100 

scholarship monies. 
6. 2007 Greater Phoenix Koi Show by Robbi McCleney-we are moving along with all committees.  The major problem 

at this time is bus companies committing to a firm price secondary to the oil price instability. 
7. The annual Club Picnic will be in October 2006 Adriana Lang gathered names of who is coming. David Yea will 

purchase meats and head up the cooking. 
8. 2007 AKCA Seminar update by Robbi McCleney –see above #4. 
9. The 2006-2007 meeting locations were confirmed.  
10. Bryan McCleney provided the Matsuri sponsored Educational presentation on Ki Utsuries. 
11. The September Home & Garden Show was reviewed by Corey Garrett. Volunteers signed up. Robbi & Bryan will set 

it up and tear it down. There will be Koi for sale. 
12. The meeting was adjoined at 1530. 

 
Minutes of October 15, 2006 Meeting (submitted by Bryan McCleney) 
 
 This was our annually picnic. Attendance was estimated at 48, well above our past attendance. The 
Japanese Friendship Gardens were visited. There was a raffle of Matsurie food and other items. Treasure 
report was provided by Derek Tang. The Club Officers were voted for: President Corey Garrett, Treasurer 
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5. pdate by Robbi McCleney –Robbi and Bryan will be at the San Diego Show promoting the 

Derek Tang, AKCA representative David Yea, Web master Robbi McCleney, Newsletter Editor Bryan 
McCleney, there is no secretary nor VP of education. A good time was had by all.  
 
Minutes of November 19, 2006 Meeting  
 

1. Meeting called to order by Corey Garrett at 1430. 
2. Guest and new members were welcomed.  
3. AKCA Update by David Yee.   
4. The Treasure Report was provided by Derek Tang. 
5. 2007 Greater Phoenix Koi Show by Robbi McCleney-we are moving along with all committees.  If we do not have 30 

vendors, 169 package 2 registrants the seminar will not break even. There is information for any members to take to 
shows or ask vendors-ask Robbi. 2) We toured the hotel and convention center grounds after the scheduled meeting. 

6. The annual Club Picnic went very well. Moving the date to October seemed to have a positive effect. 
7. Corey will be out of country until February. It was motioned that Bryan McCleney act as President in his absence. 

There were no negative votes. 
8. XX provided the Matsuri sponsored Educational presentation on spray on Pond Liners and Koi clothes and jewelry. A 

sale was held after the show for cloths and jewelry. 
9. Frank and Ursula will host the holiday meeting. A Pot Luck sign up sheet will be in the next newsletter.  
10. The meeting was adjoined at 1600. 

 
Minutes of December 17, 2006 Meeting  
 
 

1. Meeting called to order by Bryan McCleney at 1410. 
2. Guest and new members were welcomed. Frank and Ursula were thanked for hosting the meeting. 
3. AKCA Update by David Yee.   
4. The Treasure Report was provided by Derek Tang. 
5. 2007 AKCA Seminar update by Robbi McCleney –we should start seeing articles in KOI USA. After the holidays we 

need to be strong in our efforts. Debbie and Larry asked if they had advertisement money-yes $1000 are budgeted. 
Robbi thinks she has used about $67. Robbi and Bryan will be at the San Diego Show promoting the 2007 AKCA 
Seminar. 

6. Bryan brought up that Robbi and he were giving up the storage sheds that the club has its items in. He asked if anyone 
wanted to store the items. A list was called for. Robbi gave the items (not inclusive). No one stepped forward to house 
the items. Currently the club pays $300 (April to April) to them for ½ of a 10X30 secured shed that they rent monthly. 
This cost is ¼ of what they pay for the shed annually. The rate is low secondary to Robbi obtaining the contract when 
she was activated so she received a 50% reduction. The normal rate for a 10 x 30 is just under $2000 a year and for a 
10X15 just over $1200 a year. Because of the discount the club would pay $600 a year to rent the 10X15. The club 
voted to pay the $600. There were no negative votes.  

7. There was no educational topic as this was the holiday meeting. The Matsuri sponsored Educational raffle was held. 
8. The Chinese Festival is at the same time as the San Diego Show. Robbi & Bryan will set it up to include putting in the 

Koi from Corey, if he is not back. However club members will have to man the booth for Saturday and Sunday and 
tear it down to include returning the Koi to Corey if not all sold as Robbi and Bryan will be at the San Diego Show. 
Members signed up for this.  

9. The meeting was adjoined at 1530. 
 
Minutes of January 21, 2007 Meeting  
 

1. Meeting called to order by Bryan McCleney at 1410. 

2. Guest and new members were welcomed. Sidney and Barbara were thanked for hosting the meeting. 

3. d was absent. AKCA Update by David Yee was not given as Davi

4. The Treasure Report was provided by Derek Tang. 

2007 AKCA Seminar u
2007 AKCA Seminar. 

6. Ed LaBounty presented the educational topic on the art of Bonsai. The Matsuri sponsored Educational raffle was held. 
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7. e 

8. 
The c
the conta

st. She has people asking for the Matzsuri food for free or 
quest. She did not want to set an example for future 

. 
s to allow any members to take the left over Koi but all attempts would be made to 

sale them. 

The Chinese Festival is at the same time as the San Diego Show. Robbi & Bryan will set it up to include putting in th
Koi from Corey, if he is not back. However club members will have to man the booth for Saturday and Sunday and 
tear it down to include returning the Koi to Corey if not all sold as Robbi and Bryan will be at the San Diego Show. 
Members signed up for this.  Robbi will be sending out the work schedule. 

The goal of the Chinese Festival is to educate the community on Koi. We will have a few Koi and Gold Fish for sale. 
pri e is set to just cover our expenses. Denis and John asked if they could have any left over Koi. Derek Tang is 

ct person for this event. This was discussed. Concerns: 
a. Robbi indicated that this has not happened in the pa

es the reat donation to the club and she always declin
events. 

b. There is no place to store these koi after the event. 
c. The goal is to sale them to cover our costs. 
d. Members can purchase them

A vote was not taken. The consensus wa

9. The meeting was adjoined at 1530. 
 
 

 
 
CCHHIINNEESSEE  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  FFEEBBUUAARRYY    1188  
CCHHIINNEESSEE  CCUULLTTUURRAALL  CCEENNTTEERR  
4444TTHH  SSTTRREEEETT  JJUUSSTT  SSOOUUTTHH  OOFF  TTHHEE  
AAIIRRPPOORRTT

hinese Cultural Center 
68 North 44th Street, Suite #228, Phoenix, 

  

  

  
  
COFCO C
6
Arizona   
 
 
Contact Derek Tang For All Questions     
 
KOI CLUB Gathering STARTS AT 2:00 PM 
Clean up at 4PM 
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VALLEY OF THE SUN KOI CLUB 
2427 S Gaucho 
Mesa, AZ 85202 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      TO: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Club Meeting FEB 18 
Chinese Festival FEB 16-18 
AKCA Seminar Jun 21-24   
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